J TAXI DRIVERS &

Assoclalion

Austin City Council

301 W. Second Street

Austin, Texas 78701

April 5, 2011

RE: consistent regulation of vehicles for hire
Dear Mayor and Council Members:

The Transportation section of the City Code could benefit from a thorough legal drafting review.,
Taxicabs have the most restrictions, while pedicabs and Electric Low Speed Vehicles (ELSV)
operate without clear standards. Such lack of clarity often results in discriminatory enforcement
and limited consumer protections. Pedicab drivers appear more special than other drivers;
their insurance provision specifically states that drivers must be covered by insurance. Attached
is a chart showing the inconsistencies in regulating vehicles for hire in Austin,

The organization of the Transportation Section should be reviewed to determine applicability of
the provisions to the various types of authorized vehicles for hire. Provisions from Section 13-2-
1to 13-2-143, including, vehicle appearance standards in Section 13-2-142, may be applicable
to all types of vehicles for hire. Some provisions are applicable to "other than taxis" (13-2-161)
and some to pedicabs {13-2-271 to 13-2-276). ELSVs (13-2-284 to 13-2-288) appear to fall under
Subchapter F pertaining to Touring and Sightseeing Services, rather than beginning numbering
pursuant to a new Subchapter G.

Changes to these sections are proposed without any guidance from the consultant that the City
Manager plans to engage. Clearly, authorizing a large number of vehicles for hire that compete
with taxi cabs impacts the section on the formula for taxi permitting. The City Manager should
wait for a report and possible options before muddying the reguiatory waters further. When
the draft ordinances come before you, we hope that you will give careful guidance to staff
regarding policy decisions on these matters.

Sincfg/ue[y,
Ann Iﬁa?bbnne

President
" Taxi Driver Association of Austin ~ P.O. Box 684481  Austin, TX 78768-4481 512-619-6283
www.austintaxidriver.org
Promoting The Economlic Liberty and Interest of Austin Cab Drivers
Safety Service Stewardship




Regulation of Vehicles for Hire in Austin

Taxicabs

Pedicabs

Low Speed EV

"Cap o1 7 of vehicles

Established rate of

YES

Set by Council, 13-2-361

NO

fare

Self -insurance of

YES
13- 2 34{F)

NO

vehicles permitted

DlSCI‘lmlIlatIOIl

YES

YES..
13-2-287(0)

pr ohlblted

PUBLIC NECESSITY & MUST SERVE BEST NOT ADDRESSED/NO
CONVENIENCE INTEREST OF PUBLIC STANDARD
13-2-302 13-2-168(C){4)

' Doormen kickbacks

YES
13-2-354

NO

prohibited

.' Multiple fares

NO

_ prohlbited

ILoading & unloading

13 2 52
Must do it at right hand
sidewalk,
except on ocne-way streets

13-2-52; 13-2-166(F)
May not do it on
sidewalks; only where
approved by operating
uthority 13-2-273{C}{2)

13-2-52; 13-2-287(E)
Curb or legal parking areas

Restrictions on
stopping or parking
to wait for fare

YES
13-2-51(D}
In taxi zones

YES
May not do it on sidewalks
13-2-166(F}); only where
approved by operating
authority 13-2-273{C}{2)

YES .
Legal parking areas, not
driveways 13-2-287(E)




